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Pilot thoughtlight
SYDNEY,Friday.— CaptainGordonSavage,pilot

who
reported

a "flyingsaucer"nearCanberraearly
thismorning,saidto-nightthathe firstthoughtit
michthe a Russianplane.

But he is convinced now that
the red and white

alternating

lightshe saw were a phenom-

enon causedby the planet

Venus risingon the horizon.

CaptainSavageand First-
OfficerF. E.

Hastilow
werefly-

ine a DC3 freighterfrom Bris-
bane to Melbourne, and near
Canberrawere turning back to
SydneybecauseEssendon was
temporarily closed,when they
saw the lightsto the eastat
3.25 am.

Triedto chaseitReplying
to a radioquery

from the freighter,Mascot
control towersaid that no other
planewas in the

vicinity. Later
Mascotcontroltower pickedup
an unusuallightin the east

CaptainSavagesaid to-
night thatat the timehe was
quite convinced it was some
foreign objectin the sky.
"I

immediatelythoughtof a
Russianplane that might be
havinga look roundour coast
line,"he said."I turnedto-
wardsit and triedto chaseit,
but it disappeared."

CaptainSavagesaid he was
now quitesatisfied

thatit was
the planetVenus.
He had reported the object

as a "flying saucer" for want
of a better term.He did not

believein flyingsaucers.
The Civil AviationDepart-

ment's Acting-Superintendent

of AccidentStudies (Mr. W.
L. Milne) said: "Thelasttime
I saw a flying saucer I was on
my way homefroma

R.A.A.F.

mess."

"Couldn'tbe Venus"
Officials at Mount Stromlo

Observatory,Canberra said
that the pilotcouldnot have
mistakenthe planetVenusfor
a lightin thesky.
At the time they reported

seeing the "phenomenon"

Venus would just have risen
on the eastern horizon.The
weather in the area was heavily

overcast.


